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May 4,2020

To the Citizensof Dallam and Hartley Counties:

Asmost of you are aware, Governor GregAbbott's "Open Texas" plan begins in earnest this week. As
exciting as it is to begin to see the prospect of coming out of the pandemic, we wanted to remind you
that many aspects of constraint still exist. In accordancewith Governor Abbott's executive order GA-18,
the following are the minimum recommended health protocols for all individuals in Texas.These
minimum health protocols are not a limit on the health protocols that individuals may adopt. Individuals
are encouraged to adopt additional protocols consistent with their specific needs and circumstances to
help protect the health and safety of all Texans.

1. SocialDistancing: Maintain at least 6 feet separation from other individuals not within the same
household. If such distancing is not feasible, other measures such as face covering, hand
hygiene, cough etiquette, cleanliness, and sanitation should be rigorously practiced.

2. Self Screening: Before going into any business,check for new or worsening signsor symptoms of
Covid-19:

a. Cough
b. Shortness of breath
c. Temperature of over 100 degrees
d. Lossof taste or smell

3. HandWashing: Wash or disinfect hands upon entering a businessand after any interaction in
the business.

4. Masks: Consistent with the actions taken by many individuals acrossthe state, consider wearing
cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth) when entering a business,or when within 6 feet
of another person who is not a member of the individual's household. If available, individuals
should consider wearing non-medical grade face masks.
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We want to once again thank the Office of EmergencyManagement for a tremendous job of keeping us
all safe by tracking infections and quarantining within hours. However, we also believe that the
Panhandleas a whole is behind the curve of the rest of Texasand asevidenced by the outbreaks in
Moore County and Potter County we are still at great risk.

In consulting with our local public health officials, we want to encourage everyone to be mindful of the
following:

1. While lake trails and city parks are open, please be mindful of the playground equipment asa
possible transmission surface.

2. Many of our local non-essential businessesaswell asour restaurants have chosen to not yet
reopen or to continue drive through/take out policies. We fully support these decisions and
respect those decisions were made with our local public health in mind.

3. While outdoor sports have been allowed by the Governor, participants are limited to 4
individuals, who may not have contact with each other during the sport.

4. For the protection of our most vulnerable citizens, Dallam-Hartley County Public Health officials
respectfully ask that citizens continue to wear a mask or face covering anytime you are in public.

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding during these trying times. God BlessDallam
and Hartley Counties!

Wes Ritchey Ronnie Gordon

DallamCounty Judge Hartley County Judge


